=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 3 Aug 1993 16:14:40 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Gary Hatch <HATCHG@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      H-RHETOR
 
============================
                        WELCOME TO H-RHETOR
 
                  History of Rhetoric Discussion List
 
(Please save this message for later reference.)
 
FORMAT
------
     H-RHETOR is moderated by Gary Hatch of Brigham Young
University (gary_hatch@byu.edu).  Posts to the list are collected by
the moderator and distributed in digests daily.  Announcements of
interest and notes from the moderator may be sent as
singular messages.
 
MISSION
-------
     H-RHETOR is an international electronic discussion
group based at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC).
H-RHETOR will provide a forum for scholars and teachers of
the history of rhetoric, writing, and communication.  There are no
geographical or chronological boundaries.
 
    Subscription is free; subscribers will automatically receive
messages in their computer mailboxes.  Messages can be saved,
discarded, printed out, duplicated, or relayed to someone
else.  It's like a newsletter that is free and published
daily.
 
    The primary purpose of H-RHETOR is to enable historians
to communicate current research and research interests; to
discuss new articles, books, papers, approaches, methods and
tools of analysis; and to test new ideas and share comments and
tips on teaching. H-RHETOR will have an editor and an editorial
board.
 
    H-RHETOR will try to stimulate dialogues in the discipline
among historians of rhetoric worldwide.  It will publish
syllabi, outlines, handouts, bibliographies, guides to
termpapers, listings of new sources and archives, and reports
on new software, datasets and cd-roms.  Subscribers will write
in with questions, comments, and reports. H-RHETOR will post
announcements of conferences, fellowships, and jobs. We expect
many messages at first will be of the "how can I do this with
my computer?" variety and also "where can I locate
such-and-such?"  Please send them in, for someone on the list
will be able to help. H-RHETOR will publish paper abstracts,
conference reports, and book reviews, but it will not be an electronic
journal.
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS
-------------
    To subscribe, send this email message via BITNET to
LISTSERV@uicvm:
 
      SUB H-RHETOR firstname surname school
 
      Example:  SUB H-RHETOR Gary Hatch Brigham Young Univ.
 
If you use Internet instead of Bitnet, the same message goes
to LISTSERV@uicvm.uic.edu.  Capital or lower case does not
matter, but spelling does; note spelling of LISTSERV. There
are no dues or fees of any kind. Subscribers only need an
address on Bitnet or Internet, which is often provided free to
faculty and students by campus computer centers (the
consultants there, or your departmental guru, can explain how
to send an e-mail message via Bitnet or Internet).
 
    Commercial email operations like CompuServe and America
OnLine have Internet connections from H-RHETOR to your mailbox.
PRODIGY currently lacks an Internet connection.  On
CompuServe, our address is:
 
                 INTERNET:LISTSERV@UICVM.UIC.EDU
 
CANCELLING A SUBSCRIPTION
-------------------------
    To cancel your subscription, send this e-mail message via
BITNET to LISTSERV@uicvm:
 
           SIGNOFF H-RHETOR
 
If you use Internet instead of Bitnet, the same message goes
to LISTSERV@uicvm.uic.edu.
 
NOMAIL
------
    If you want to maintain your subscription but stop the flow of
messages temporarily, send this message via BITNET to LISTSERV@uicvm:
 
 
            SET H-RHETOR NOMAIL
 
To start the flow of messages after setting NOMAIL, send the
following message to LISTSERV@uicvm:
 
            SET H-RHETOR MAIL
 
If you use Internet instead of Bitnet, the same messages go to
LISTSERV@uicvm.uic.edu.  Please set NOMAIL if you will be away from
your computer for more than a few days; otherwise, the mail starts
piling up.
 
SPONSORSHIP
-----------
     H-RHETOR is sponsored by the H-Net project of the UIC
History Department, with support from the College and ACLS.
(Support from NEH is pending.) H-Net is a broad initiative to
establish electronic communications among historians and to
educate historians in the use of electronic media.  Gary L.
Hatch of Brigham Young University (gary_hatch@byu.edu) is the list
moderator; Professor Richard Jensen is the director of H-Net.
Write to Jensen anytime at u08946@uicvm for further
information about H-Net (or phone him at home at
615-552-9923).  H-Net serves as the education division of the
History Network, an organization established to coordinate the
efforts of historians in using Internet and Bitnet.  H-Net
sponsors other lists pitched to academics.  Find out more about
these lists by contacting Richard Jensen or Gary Hatch.
 
EDITORIAL BOARD
---------------
      Announcement of the H-RHETOR Editorial Board is
forthcoming.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Aug 1993 15:01:00 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joel Nydahl <NYDAHL@BABSON.BITNET>
Subject:      "Beginning Writing Group"
 
First of all, pardon to those who get this posting on more than one list.
 
Some of you, I know (because of previous postings), have used Wordshop
Productions' video "Beginning Writing Groups."  The comments I've read have
all been positive and, on a trial run, it scored very well with me.  Before
I order it, however, I have a question about using it.  The demo group in
the tape carries out their peer-group work in front of a class--one group
meeting and commenting at a time.  How, in fact, do those of you who have
used the tape actually use it?  That is, does the class watch as one group
displays the procedure; or are two or three or four groups taking place at
one time in a single classroom.  It strikes me that the noise-level would
be distracting.  Is it possible that the groups could meet without the
teacher being present--outside of regular class hours?  (I don't like that
idea much.)
 
Any suggestions?
 
And how do students respond to working in this way?
 
Joel Nydahl
Babson College
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 9 Aug 1993 11:40:00 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joel Nydahl <NYDAHL@BABSON.BITNET>
Subject:      Writing Group Vidwo - Thanks
 
Please excuse the positing to a number of lists--but I have a number of people
to thank.  (That's "posting" in line 1.)
 
Thanks to those who sent me valuable comments regarding their use of the
peer group video.  What a bunch of "guys"!  Thanks to Paula, Diane, Greg,
Cynthia, Shirley, and George.
 
Joel Nydahl
Babson College
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 9 Aug 1993 13:48:01 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         lady brown <YKFLB@TTACS.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Writing Group Vidwo - Thanks
 
mistake.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Aug 1993 13:19:43 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         michael marx <mmarx@SKIDMORE.EDU>
Subject:      NEMLA Call for Papers
 
> >                        CALL FOR PAPERS
> >
> >                1994 NEMLA Teaching Composition Section
> >
> >                 Topic:  Is Their an Audience for this composition?
> >                         Reinvigorating the Rhetorical Dynamics of
> >                     Writing Assignments
> >
> > The 1994 North East Modern Language Association conference will be
> > held 8-10 April at the Westin William Penn in Pittsburg.  I am
> > currently soliciting papers or two page abstracts examining ways of
> > reinvigorating the role of audience for student compositions.
> > Typically students see their audience as either the teacher alone or
> > themselves.  If the instructor is lucky, s/he might succeed in
> > expanding a student writer's audience awareness to students in the
> > whole class.  This session seeks papers/abstracts that discuss effective
 ways
> > of reinvigorating a writer's attention to audience including
> > successful paper assignments, uses of peer critique groups, and
> > computer applications such as networks, classroom mail, or ENFI.
> >
> > Send your submissions no later than 1 September 1994 to Professor
> > Michael Steven Marx, English Department, Skidmore College, Saratoga
> > Springs, NY 12866.
> > Phone:  518-584-5000, ext. 2324
> > e-mail: mmarx@skidmore.edu
> > -------------------
> > End of network mail
> >
>
>
> -------------------
> End of network mail
>
 
 
-------------------
End of network mail
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 13 Aug 1993 09:19:18 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Karen Schwalm <SCHWALM@GC.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: "Beginning Writing Group"
 
Joel,
 
I have used the videotape in my writing courses since it appeared, and have
found it useful.  (Some of my colleagues criticise it because the paper
seems too advanced and the group too accomplished to be useful for
community college students, but I think students stretch to emulate the
behavior demonstrated.)
 
I show the videotape to the whole class early in the semester, and have
them take notes as if they were members of the group in the class.  During
the following class period, I remind students of the procedures (no
discussion, note-taking, reading aloud, etc), and then let them choose
their own groups.  We meet in a single classroom, and usually in a 75
minute period, groups of 3-4 students can finish the task.
 
Some suggestions:  I tell students that the group in the tape is more
experienced at peer review than they are, having probably worked together
for a semester or so.  I also suggest that they are not using the first
paper in the sememster, but maybe one written near the end.  I let them
choose their own groups because that seems to be what they are most
comfortable with, and I go out of my way to encourage them and reassure
them that this is difficult (but worthwhile).  For several years, I have
shown up with a draft of a paper too and have filled out a group if
necessary.  (I also give "points" for attendance at peer review sessions,
so students know that if they show up with a complete draft, no matter how
rough, they will get those points. People with no draft MUST leave the
class; they can't stay and "just watch," and I'm absolutely firm on this
point.
 
Since I have been using the tape, I have adjusted my first assignment so it
bears a slight resemblance (mostly in tone) to the paper read in the
videotape.  It is not about language, but it can begin with an example and
then move to a definition, and then to a discussion.  One interesting
observation: if I wander around the classroom, I hear students using
language similar to that used by the people on the tape.  Students seem to
feel the tape gives them permission to say they are confused about portions
of the paper a student has read, or that they don't know why something
bothers them.
 
Yes, the class is noisy, but students seem to concentrate on the efforts of
their group, and work seems to be accomplished.  There is also some time
pressure, but I thinik that helps them to stay on task.  Good luck!
 
Karen
 
--Karen T. Schwalm              Department of English
--Glendale Community College    Maricopa Community College District
--6000 West Olive Avenue        Voice: (602) 435-3651  Bitnet: schwalm@gc
--Glendale, Arizona  85302      Internet: schwalm@gc.maricopa.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 13 Aug 1993 12:01:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Beginning Writing Group"
 
Whoops, wrong "subject."  Does anyone know of a good article (for a new text
I am putting together) that analyzes an advertisement?  There must be a well-
written analysis of the Marlboro Man or the Virginia Slims baby or the like
out there, but I can't come up with one. All help will be appreciated.
                                        Ed White
                                        Ewhite@wiley.csusb.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Aug 1993 15:20:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         00wwnewbold@BSUVAX1.BITNET
Subject:      Query about history of grading
 
Friends--
 
        I am looking for information about the origin of the
"grading system" as we know it--the scale of A, B, C, D, (E), F
that the vast majority of schools and colleges use to
indicate....whatever.   I will be speaking in two days in our
orientation sessions and I wanted to give a brief history of how
letter-grading came to be and be so popular but I haven't found
any information on it in ready sources i nthe library, journals,
etc.
        Could anyone share what they know about this subject?  I
would be most grateful.  I would appreciate any type of reply,
but a message directed to my user account might be most
appropriate.  I'm posting this message to WPA-L and H-RHETOR with
apologies to those who receive it twice.
 
Web Newbold
Director, The Writing Program
Ball State University
Muncie, IN
 
00wwnewbold@bsuvc.bsu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Aug 1993 13:57:04 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         DONA HICKEY <HICKEY@URVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Query about history of grading
 
Our admissions office has inquired about using the SAT II (writing test)
for incoming freshmen.  Since we have only a one semester freshman comp
course, placement isn't a big issue.  Even those students who are exempt
through AP or univ. scholarships meet up with a wac course fairly
quickly.  Still, I'm wondering which institutions may be requiring this
new SAT--it will be administered for the first time in 1994.
 
Any evaluation of it out there?
 
Dona Hickey
University of Richmond
Richmond, VA 23173
hickey@urvax.urich.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Aug 1993 13:40:21 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Geoffrey Chase <GWC@NAUVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Before I came to Northern Arizona University the department here decided
to raise the CLEP score that a student must earn in order to get credit
for both ENG 101 and ENG 102. Now, in order to bypass those courses, a
student must score in the 9oth percentile or better. Do any of you have
experience with the CLEP exam? Do you use it? Or, do students use it
to bypass freshman comp?
 
Any responses on this will be welcome.
 
Geoff Chase
Northern Arizona University
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Aug 1993 19:12:47 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK, WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" <RBULLOCK@WSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
At Wright State, CLEP scores just aren't allowed.  Period.  Don't know why
--the decision goes back to the early 70's.  I look forward to discussion
of the merits or demerits of allowing it (though my own bias is against
using standardized tests of any sort to excuse students from writing courses).
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Aug 1993 16:25:39 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      CLEP Scores for Composition
 
WE don;t allow students to bypass FY comp with the CLEP, but we will allow
them to take the one-semester version of our requirement (ENG 105) if they
score 500 of higher (1986 scale) with essay or 610 or higher (1978 scale) with
essay on the General Exam. They have to score 50 or higher with appropriate
essay on the subject matter exam to be placed into 105. They do not get any
academic credit in English for CLEP. I saw maybe one CLEP score in 6 years.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Aug 1993 08:29:27 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irwin Weiser <va0@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <9308182054.AA14143@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "Geoffrey Chase" at
              Aug 18, 93 1:40 pm
 
Geoff, et al--
 
At Purdue, students may earn credit for English 103, our one-semester
advanced composition course if the earn a 60 or higher on the College
Composition Subject Exam.  Students are required to complete the essay
portion of the exam, and I read the essays of students who score 60 or
more.  Most of the time, students with adequate scores also write well
enough for me to grant them credit; sometimes, though, I've turned
down credit if the writing is not strong.  We have about 15-20 people
each year submit CLEP scores, most of whom are on campus and prefer to
try CLEP instead of our more time-consuming departmental test-out.
 
 
--
Irwin Weiser
va0@mace.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Aug 1993 09:43:19 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KARL SCHNAPP <kschnapp@TOPCAT.BSC.MASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Geoff Chase at Northern Arizona asks: Do any of you have
experience with the CLEP exam? Do you use it? Or, do students use it
to bypass freshman comp?
 
I have SOME experience with CLEP exams and composition, though I can't really
say if my experience is typical of how other institutions use CLEP.
 
The exam at my institution gava students a single writing prompt and a limited
amount of time to prepare a draft.  English department faculty then read the
writing samples and made holistic judgements about passing and failing.  Since
only two of us were reading the exams (we were members of the department's
composition committee), we had to agree that the students passed the exam.  If
one of us had doubts, the student was given no credit.
 
My institution gave the English department nearly total control of the exams.
We wrote the prompts (a new "expository" prompt for each administration of the
exam) and evaluated the writing.  Looking back on the experience, I now see
that the methods of preparing and evaluating the exams were flawed (both
in terms of validity and reliability) and that it wasn't a very rigorous exam.
On the other hand, only 15-20 students attempted the exam per year (out of a
student body of about 5,000), so if we made mistakes, they were few.
 
I still have some of the materials laying around in a file somewhere, perhaps.
Any other CLEP experience out there?
 
KSchnapp
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Aug 1993 09:49:09 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KARL SCHNAPP <kschnapp@TOPCAT.BSC.MASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
A note: After just now reading Richard B.'s and David S.'s responses to the
question about CLEP scores, I wonder if we were administering a CLEP exam
at all.  I know that this wasn't the department's placement exam, because
we did that (I'm sorry to say) through a standardized test score.  Further,
the exam was actually administered by people from the Academic Affairs office.
 
Perhaps I should consult my former colleagues to see what they know.
 
KSchnapp
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Aug 1993 09:39:26 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Removing List Members
 
I just removed Jeanne Rideout from WPA, not because she has misbehaved, but
because my mailbox is filling with "undeliverable mail" messages with her name
on them. That's the only reason that I would remove someone from the list. If
anyone knows Jeanne, please encourage her to resubscribe. She may have a new
address. And to balance a removal, let me welcome Stuart Brown (a Zonie
transplanted to New Mexico and the Las Cruces/El Paso metroplex) to the list.I
f any of you have a burning desire to know who is on WPA-L, send the following
message to LISTSERV@ASUACAD:
 
review wpa-l
 
Listserv will send you a list of WPA-L members, along with their e-mail
addresses. School starts next week for us. Welcome back to the new school
year, what we hope will be a good year for rhetoric and composition
everywhere.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Aug 1993 10:03:34 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Geoff, there is a twenty-year history of comp vs. CLEP, part of which I summar-
ize in my chapter (pp. 79-108) of Michael Williamson and Brian Huot (Eds.),
Validating Holistic Scoring for Writing Assessment, Cresskill, NJ: Hampton
Press, 1993.  (A book well worth getting in my opinion.) Part of your problem
is to decide which of CLEP's many tests in comp is being used, whether any
real writing is part of it, and whether it has any bearing on what goes on
in your 101 and 102 classes.  Only then is the cut score of concern.  On the
surface, it looks to me as if the 90 % score is a complicated way of saying
the exam is no good and obody should get credit except maybe Mike Rose.  But
I also recall vaguely that a 90% cut score on one of those tests was set as
part of teacher credentialling in California, which would be an odd source.
I used to be very active in these matters, but I may be a bit out of date by
now.
                                        Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 10:28:21 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Geoffrey Chase <GWC@NAUVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Thanks to all those of you who responded to my question about CLEP scores
for placement out of composition classes. Ed, I will check out the book
and chapter you mentioned. We are in the process of reconfiguring the
composition program here and so we will also be considering placement into
and out of composition classes in the upcoming semester. I must admit that
I have a little difficulty with the notion that one goes to college and
then immediately tries to "get out of" taking required courses. At the same
 I understand that the trend is to get through school as quickly as
possible. I just read recently that a number of universities and colleges,
Oberlin among them, are considering moving to a BA that can be earned in
three years. If this is the trend of the future, it will be interesting to
see what effect it will have on composition and other lower division
courses. My hope is that we do not move to a system whereby a student can
opt out of the first year of post secondary education, or any year of
post secondary education, through standardized tests.
 
Enough of my rambling.
 
Geoff Chase
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 10:45:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Geoff and others worried about CLEP, the real worry is whether the equivalency
exam for comp (or anything else) is a valid one.  But I have been a great fan
of equivalency testing ever since MY freshman comp teacher at NYU moved me out
of his freshman comp class into his advanced fiction writing class on the
ground that I already knew what he was going to teach in comp.  Most of those
who pass a valid equivalency exam DON'T cut short their college time but just
take more advanced work (see the AP studies) in the time available.  It seems
ridiculous to make a student take a more elementary course than is appropriate.
CLEP and other equivalency tests ought to give credit only to those few who
ought to be in advanced comp or Shakespeare or fiction writing instead of
freshman comp.  Everybody wins under such circumstances.
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 12:52:00 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irwin Weiser <va0@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Quicker BA's
In-Reply-To:  <9308201731.AA28247@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "Geoffrey Chase" at
              Aug 20, 93 10:28 am
 
Another part of the quicker BA degree, and one which has been
discussed in other contexts on this list about a year ago, is the
increasing trend of universities and colleges offering introductory
courses in the high schools for college credit.  Here in Indiana,
Indiana University has a very large program called the Advanced
College Project which offers English, history, math, and science
courses this way.  And every year I receive requests from students
from other colleges and universities to accept credit they've earned
in this way.  My sense is that these programs are designed in part to
recruit students, who may find that they can complete somewhere
between a semester's and a year's college work before they graduate
from high school and without setting foot on campus.  One concern I
have about these programs in general is the message they send about
first-year college courses:  that they're really not much different
from high school courses in the same subjects.
 
--
Irwin Weiser
va0@mace.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 11:28:09 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Geoffrey Chase <GWC@NAUVAX.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Ed,
 
YOur comment about valid equivalency exams is well taken. I agree that it
doesn't make sense to require a course that is aimed inappropriately for
a given student. In my earlier comments I was reacting in part to a parent
who called me recently to complain that his son would have to take "minor
league" courses before moving on to the real work of the university which
is in the major. It seems to me that too often general education is
disparaged, or seen as something to be gotten through, and that the real
value of such an education gets overlooked. So, I would agree that we do
need valid placement procedures and that we do need to put students in
classes where they will gain the most. But I also have concerns about the
perception (and I know this is not what you were arguing) that the real
stuff is the stuff of specialization, and that lower division courses are
merely hurdles to be jumped.
 
Geoff
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 11:34:32 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
It would be interesting to know (and I imagine someone does know) how college
came to be a four year thing. And, like Geoff, I worry about a move to a
three-year program if it is not accompanied by some measurable objectives.
Otherwise, we could be on a slippery slope. There is no widespread agreement
about what the general objectives of "a college education" are, and thus there
can be no way of determining why "a college education" should be 3 years, 4
years, or (preferably) 10 years. I think we should be concerned about what
abbreviated curricula might do to composition learning (not just programs),
foreign language acquisition, math catch-up, and so on. Geez, just as I am
trying to get our older working students to think of college as something that
goes on longer than four years, Oberlin is trying to set a new standard for
speedy ed. Dang. Oh, historicans of education! Enlighten us about the 4 year
convention.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 11:41:06 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Quicker BA's
 
Don't get me started again on high school/college dual enrollment, Bud. Jim
Crosswhite--didn't Oregon just take that particular bull by the, uh, horns?
Anyway, there are a couple ways we can go with curriculum. We can do the same
pathetic job we're now doing but do it in less time, or we can keep the time
we have staked out and do better stuff with it. I like the latter idea.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 15:40:52 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "REBECCA MOORE HOWARD, INTERDISCIPLINARY WRITING PROGRAM,
              COLGATE UNIVERSITY" <BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET>
Subject:      The 3-year degree
 
In response to Geoff Chase's observation that Oberlin is on the list
of those considering a 3-year degree program, let me add that I've
heard murmurings about it at Colgate, too.  Frankly, I'm bewildered.
Doesn't the proposition simply up the ante for what will be
considered a "basic" education--upping the ante to the master's
degree?  And what will be the place of writing instruction in a
3-year degree program, hmmm?
 
Becky Howard
Department of Interdisciplinary Writing
Colgate University
BHOWA
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 15:59:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Alan Kennedy <ak2w+@ANDREW.CMU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: The 3-year degree
In-Reply-To:  <Added.wgRGbsC00Udb15aU4p@andrew.cmu.edu>
 
Excerpts from mail: 20-Aug-93 The 3-year degree by REBECCA W. PROGRAM@VM.US
> Doesn't the proposition simply up the ante for what will be
> considered a "basic" education--upping the ante to the master's
> degree?
 
Yesterday I met with our incoming class of MA students.  We have a class
of 10 this year, and had 9 last year (sizeable for a Department like
ours--it costs them a bundle to do an MA).  I speculated with the group
on their reasons for doing the degree, including a suggestion that the
standard 4 year BA was no longer considered sufficient for a general
education, and that more students were beginning to think that an MA was
a necessary extension if one really wanted a "basic" education.  While
other possible reasons were also part of the thinking (tougher to get
into doctoral programs without some advanced study), all agreed with the
proposition that the ante has already been upped.
 
 
 
Alan Kennedy
Head, Department of English
Carnegie Mellon University
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 15:48:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <01H1WFBGWGGG002K9T@crcvms.unl.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Aug 18, 93 04:25:39 pm
 
We got rid of the clepping out concept here last year.  It erases
some needless headaches. The whole concept sounds half-baked to me.
A one-shot essay allows them to get credit for a course that features
significant amounts of writing and, one hopes, some critical thinking?
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 15:59:16 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <01H1YXRWMKR40037UI@crcvms.unl.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Aug 20, 93 11:34:32 am
 
Sorry about speaking to the same issue twice.  With regard to Ed's
point about the merits of equivalency exams.  I wouldn't have to
much objection to a student's being able to bypass a "basic" course.
But to get credit for it?  What's the rush?  On the other hand, I
hope that we can structure our courses so that students with a
wide range of skills could profit from it.  Hardly a new notion.
As some people have started to note (I'm thinking of Andrea Lundsford
here), students from different skill levels, with different experiences,
and from different communities can teach each other a lot.  I hope
we can work toward unraveling the concept of basic for your firstyear
courses.
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 14:06:34 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         jcross@OREGON.UOREGON.EDU
Subject:      College/High BAs
 
>Don't get me started again on high school/college dual enrollment, Bud. Jim
>Crosswhite--didn't Oregon just take that particular bull by the, uh, horns?
 
As you remember, David, the U of Oregon's assembly recently approved the
following motion: "College credit earned on a high school campus prior to
graduation from high school may be validated for transfer credit only by
demonstrating proficiency as determined by the respective university
department."
 
Since then, the bull has kicked. The action has been denounced by the
intersegmental State Composition Advisory Committee, and I have received
phone calls and letters objecting to the action. The president of the Univ.
has called meetings to decide how to respond to the objections his office
has received. However, the faculty and administration here are holding to a
true course--a difficult one, though.
 
In a few weeks (after a little backpacking in the Cascades), I'll set to
work on the problem of validation. There are some well-designed and
carefully run programs in our state, and I need to find ways to work with
them.
 
jim crosswhite  jcross@oregon.uoregon.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Aug 1993 14:54:46 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      College/High BAs
 
I'm hoping to stimulate a serious discussion of high school/college dual
enrollment at the state level in AZ this year. I'm mellowing a little bit on
this subject: I don't think an absolute prohibition of such arrangements is in
the best interests of students, or if it were in the best interests of
students to ban such arrangements, I doubt that we would have much luck
getting a ban. Too many agendas being worked out. The goal should be to take
steps to ensure the quality of the dual enrollment programs that might benefit
students. Oregon'sis one powerful approach. There may be others. The
legislation that allows dual enrollment in AZ was originally intended to allow
the rural community colleges to supplement the curricula at rural high
schools--which tend to be pretty weak. But the legislation wasn't writeen very
tightly, and the net effect has been the substitution of high school courses
for college courses. bummer.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 21 Aug 1993 09:19:03 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU.BITNET>
Subject:      a test
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 09:49:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jane Nelson <JNELSON@CORRAL.UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <01H22XAHPI108WW0IL*@mrgate.uwyo.edu>
 
The administrative trend may be to reduce from four years to three years,
but isn't it true that the national average is going the opposite
direction--that students are in fact taking more than four years to
graduate, for a variety of reasons:  part or full time jobs while going
to college, increased requirements in the professional colleges like
Engineering that mean students almost have to take five years to
graduate, and dropping in and out of college.  I find the three year
college plan pretty ridiculous in the face of this trend.  So maybe
what is happening is an attempt to get back to four years by prescribing
three.
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 10:04:29 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
David, I have tried three times for wpa-l but my message to listserv keeps
coming back undelivered.  Could you check & repeat the way to get a list?
                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 10:21:56 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Irv's argument that people from different communities helping each other is
only from the teacher's point of view.  Why should the student who already
knows what you are teaching pay tuition to be teacher's helper?  The student
has every right to see that argument as forcing him/her to take work for the
convenience of the institution.  (Wow! I just reread my first sentence, which
I can no longer edit, and I clearly need remedial work myself.)  I think this
issue IS related to the high/school/college issue also: as long as we define
college work as seat time in a (or OUR) classroom, we are caught in major
contradictions.  We really need to define our comp classes by what they teach
and what students can do afterwards, then be sure that we are involved in honest
validations of whatever they present as meeting that definition.  To "get rid
of" a student's right to prove they know what a course teaches is an act of
arrogance and power which students ought not to put up with.  And that sentence
ends with TWO prepositions.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 10:31:46 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: College/High BAs
 
A follow-up to my last reply, in the light of what David said about AZ.  I think
portfolio assessment gives a good answer to many of these problems.  We could
require a writing portfolio of anyone (whether highschooler or clepper or
professional novelist) that shows whatever we want our freshman comp people to
show by the end of the course.  Charge a portfolio reading fee to support the
program and cut down on frivolous challenges.  Use standard assessment practice
to ensure valid and reliable assessment of the portfolios.  Miami U of Ohio
already does something like this and it seems to work very well.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 11:26:21 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: College/High BAs
 
Ed's last two messages make very important points. We cannot object to
teaching college comp in high school if we're teaching high school comp in our
college courses. We have to get some notion of what constitutes the content,
context, and objectives of a college writing course. (Perhaps one key feature
isthe maturity level of the students.) There are some interesting red herrings
to watch out for. When I objected to dual enrollment, the CC's tried to
redirect the discussion to a focus on the training of our TAs over against the
performance of experienced high school teachers. This is not irrelevent, but
such discussions tend to bury the issue of curriculum and objectives.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 11:43:50 PDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Shirley Rose <srose@SCIENCES.SDSU.EDU>
Subject:      3-year degree
 
        I just read the latest issue of MONEY magazine, which in addition
to announcing that Rochester, MN was the best place to live in the US
carried an article on how the cost of a college education could be cut in
half by taking three years to complete the degree.  The reasoning is that
the student (parents) save the costs of the fourth year and the graduate
earns income instead of spending in that fourth year.  The article
mentioned college-credit for courses taken before high school
graduataion, but emphasized that the three-year proposal amounted to a
concentrated schedule that made it difficult for the student to have time
to work at a job that would help support her educational expenses or be
involved in potentially instructive extracurricular activities.
 
        I'm teaching my freshman composition course in an integrated
curriculum program this fall--my comp students will all also be enrolled
in an Economis 101 course.  So I'm getting intitiated into economic
thinking--what a revelation--everything is cost-benefit analysis.
 
Shirley Rose
Department of Rhetoric and Writing Studies
San Diego State University
San Diego, Ca 92182
 
PS. Today is our FIRST OFFICIAL DAY in the new Department of Rhetoric and
Writing Studies
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 15:20:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      3-year degree
 
Congrats to Shirley and CSUSDon their new Rhetoric and Writing Dept.!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 20:10:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Re: 3-year degree
 
Shirley--
 
Glad you're making it throught your FIRST OFFICIAL DAY.  I guess I made it throu
 gh my FIRST OFFICIAL DAY too.  Will there be even more next year?
 
Barry Maid
Department of Rhetoric and Writing
University of Arkansas at Little Rock
bmmaid@ualr
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Aug 1993 20:35:40 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: 3-year degree
 
And congratulations to Barry and UALR too! More rhetoric! Anyone else flying a
new program out there?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Aug 1993 10:17:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 3-year degree
 
Shirley, congratulations on the new department with the great name and even
greater substance.  You must feel like Europe after the 100 year war.
                                        Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Aug 1993 15:26:26 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bruce Leland <lelandb@CCMAIL.WIU.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      The 3-year degree
 
My school (Western Illinois University) tried to develop a three-year plan some
years ago.  It was all done by the admissions office as a sales pitch addressed
to high-achiever high school students.  They named the program "Instant
Sophomore," and the materials outlined the various means (high school AP
classes, CLEP tests, departmental proficiency exams) by which students could
earn "instantly" up to 30 hours credit.
 
As a recriuting tool the whole thing disappeared in a year or two.  At the
moment Western is trying to deal with an opposite issue.  Too many students are
taking five years to finish a BA degree (usually because they withdraw from
classes at mid-term or change their majors as juniors).  Now we're trying to
counter the bad PR that's generated by five-year degree plans.
 
I've been working to tighten up the ways students can get composition credit.
We've raised the AP test scores we accept from 3 to 4, and give AP credit for
only the first of the two required courses.  (Since our second course is at the
sophomore level, I was able to argue that we couldn't give credit earned in
high school.)  Our departmental proficiency exam now requires submission of a
portfolio which includes a self-selected sample of their best writing, a letter
explaining why they think they have earned proficiency credit, and an impromptu
writing sample.  This year I'm going after the CLEP test.  I've gotten copies
of the test description and scoring methods, but I haven't worked myway
through them yet.  I want to set a fairly high cut-off point, but I
don't know quite how to go about deciding what it will be.  I really appreciate
all the news about how others handle this.  I'll make good use of it.
 
Bruce H. Leland
Director of Writing
Western Illinois University
lelandb@ccmail.wiu.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Aug 1993 22:06:03 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: 3-year degree
 
Shirley, CONGRATULATIONS!  You folks have worked long and hard for this
moment, and I wish the new Department of Rhetoric and Writing Studies
well.
 
I'm very interested, too, in the course you are teaching this fall.  We
do a version of integrated curriculum here, and have very mixed feelings
about it.  What are your arrangements at San Diego State?  Specifically,
to what extent do you and the Economics teacher(s) work together to
design not only the writing course syllabus but also the Economics
syllabus?  The problem we've had is one-way pedagogy, where our linked
writing courses are expected to be responsive to the other course but
where the teacher of the other course has no responsibilities or
expectations for interactive pedagogy.  It's a problem!
 
Becky Howard
Department of Interdisciplinary Writing
Colgate University
BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Aug 1993 22:13:21 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: 3-year degree
 
departmental year, too?  Somehow I had thought that you all got
started last year.  In any case, congratulations!
We've made it into our second year, are recovering for all the
battles and hysterics attendant on our becoming a department,
and are settling down to the "ordinary" politics and drudgery.
And we're becoming used to correcting people who persist in calling
us a "program."  Each of us has our own tactic;  mine is to suffer
two out of three references to the "writing program" and to correct
the third.  And every once in a while someone, to our delight,
remembers to call us a department.....
 
Becky Howard
Department of Interdisciplinary Writing
Colgate University
BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Aug 1993 10:33:04 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         00wwnewbold@BSUVAX1.BITNET
Subject:      New CLEP anyone?
 
Last Spring, we at Ball State participated in the norming-scaling of the
NEW CLEP test in composition.  Has anyone else been a part of that?  We
haven't yet heard the scores of our students from ETS, and I would like to
hear if anyone else who took the test has.
 
Ball State does honor CLEP results:
        We give 3 hrs credit for a 4 on the CLEP Freshman English subject test
        and 6 hrs credit for a 5 on that test.
 
        We give 3 hrs credit for a 60th percentile ranking in the Eng. Comp/
        Rhetoric test, and 6 hrs for 65th percentile or better.
 
Students getting 6 hrs credit "pass out" of the program.  Since last year,
I haven't seen any Freshman English results, but have seen several Comp/Rhet
results that have been over our minimum.  The percentile scores are supposed
to be the minimum score reached by students who got a C in the course in
nationwide ranking.  I would prefer that everyone who comes through our doors
take a writing class, but the University sees things differently, under
pressure from the public and Comission for Higher Education among other
quarters.
 
Web Newbold
Ball State
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Aug 1993 10:38:30 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         00wwnewbold@BSUVAX1.BITNET
Subject:      CORRECTION ON CLEP SCORES
 
I said in a recent message:
 
        We give 3 hrs credit for a 4 on the CLEP Freshman English subject test
        and 6 hrs credit for a 5 on that test.
 
        We give 3 hrs credit for a 60th percentile ranking in the Eng. Comp/
        Rhetoric test, and 6 hrs for 65th percentile or better.
 
I was wrong, sorry to say.  The APP English test yields scores of
1 to 5, and we give credit for 4 and 5 as I indicated.
 
Both the Freshman English and English Composition/Rhetoric tests
yield percentile results, and we give credit for them as
indicated above.  Sorry for the confusion.
 
Web Newbold
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Aug 1993 09:44:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: The 3-year degree
 
Bruce, I really like the care you are taking with credit by exam for comp.  But
the one issue you didn
t mention is the set of criteria for your own comp course.  How do your expect-
ations for those finishing comp at WIU relate to your expectations for those
applying for credit?  That looks like a missing necessary link.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Aug 1993 16:01:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <01H2326SN8IO003TW1@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Edward White" at Aug 23,
              93 10:21:56 am
 
Regarding two wishes: one of Ed's, one of David's.  I can understand
the call for a kind of classical definition of what we're about so
that we can say what we teaching, try to teach it, then test whether
we've taught it.  If our discipline were so nicely organized, then
of course we could test high school students to see whether they
already knew what we claimed we would teach them.
 
I wonder, though, whether we should organize the field in such
a horizontal and layered fashion.  I think it is possible that students in
different universities/colleges should be learning different things; there
might not be a level that we should be able to call firstyear writing or
high school senior writing.
 
When I mentioned something, to which Ed took exception, about students
of different skill levels being able to teach each other, I certainly
didn't imagine that the instruction would be one way.  The best writers
can learn something from writers who are not so skilled.
This is what Lucy Calkins was about.
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Aug 1993 16:59:46 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      New member
 
Bill Bridges, another NMSU person from the Las Cruces/El Paso metroplex has
joined WPA-L. Let's get Chris on here and we can have a reunion.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Aug 1993 10:48:20 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         j l mcclure <jmcclure@UMAXC.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Writing Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9308250207.AA20725@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu>
 
(Apologies up front to those who receive this request on more than one list.)
 
This year, I was appointed English Assessment Coordinator at Kirkwood
Community College, and one of my responsibilities is to review our
composition placement procedure.  Currently we use test scores (ACT or
ASSET) to determine initial placement in one of three courses:  Elements
of Writing, Composition I, and Composition II.  On the first day of class
in Elements and Comp I, instructors administer a uniform, 40-minute
"first-day essay" (different types of prompts for each course; different
prompts, within a given model, each semester).  The instructors read their
own students' essays and deliver to me any that they think may indicate a
need for upward movement (instructors can advise but the department can't
require downward movement).  Two faculty members read the referred essays
independently and recommend or deny upward movement; disagreements are
adjudicated by a third reader.  I collate the results, file what needs
filing, report back to the instructors--and students are moved if
indicated.  Of about 1500 students each semester in the classes,
approximately 125 (8%) of their essays are referred to the readers for
possible upward movement, and about one-fourth of those (or 2% of all) are
moved upward.
 
I'm requesting two things:  (1) any comments or suggestions concerning the
above outline of our current procedure, and (2) descriptions, with
evaluative comments if you like, of the placement procedures at other
institutions (particularly other two-year colleges).
 
Thanks in advance for responses (off-list).
 
J.L. McClure
English Department
Kirkwood Community College
P.O. Box 2068
Cedar Rapids, IA  52406
(319) 398-5411, X5837
jmcclure@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Aug 1993 11:23:10 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
Irv, I wasn't suggesting anything as ambitious as defining every comp program's
goals, only one's own.  That is, if we give (as I think we should) credit to
students who already know what we teach in our classes, we need to know what
it is that we ourselves are trying to accomplish in those classes.  Is that
really too much to ask of ourselves?
        As for the best students learning from those "not so skilled," I am
skeptical.  My guess is that few students would say that is what they are in
college to do; their time would be better spent in a more advanced course that
challenged them.
                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Aug 1993 11:48:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
And Ed's suggestion that we articulate what we are trying to do in our writing
courses does not mean putting some sort of ceiling on what we are doing. It
does, in my view, suggest that we identify some minimum level of competence
that students who pass (or get credit for) the course ought to have achieved.
This is not easy to do, but we certainly ought to have a go at it. What such
an approach fails to do is to honor the amount a student improves in a course.
But I suppose that some programscould posit amount or quality of improvement
as the program goal--if we can figure out some way to measure improvement.
(This would not be my choice of goals or measures, of course.)
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Aug 1993 12:04:30 PDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Shirley Rose <srose@SCIENCES.SDSU.EDU>
Subject:      integrated curriculum
 
Becky Howard--You asked for details about the integrated curricumum I
mentioned in which I will be teaching a freshman composition course whose
students are all also enrolled in an intro to economics course, a
"University Seminar" (how to do college), and a study group.  This is the
first time I've done this and the first time we've integrated enrollemnt
between a greshman comp course and another GE course, though we've done
the integrating between a developmental writing class and a GE class.  So
I don't know exactly how it's going to go.
 
My approach at this time is:
        1) Always remember that I'm teaching ENLG100, which has its own
integrity, objectives, etc.
        2) Take advantage of the fact that all my students are enrolled
in at least one other course together, which makes a great source of
exemplary, illustrative material for my class since I can be sure they'll
all understand the examples I'm using.
        3) Work with writing at three levels
                a) write-to-learn (discover knowledge)
                b) write to demonstrate (share) knowledge
                c) write to evaluate knowedge (critical writing/creative
                thinking)/ examine rhetoric of disciplines
        4) Emphasize that these approaches can be used to write in other
        academic and nonacademic contexts
        5) Exploit the chance to study economics, which I've never
        studied formally before, and the chance to get to know a
        colleague in another discipline
 
Everything you said about the relationship between the courses has the
potential to become an issue.  I'm trying to take a feminist approach to
everything from being careful not to ply handmaid to the econ teacher to
examining the gendered rhetoric of economics.
 
I'll keep you posted on my progress.
 
Shirley Rose
Department of Rhetoric and Writing Studies
San Diego State University
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Aug 1993 16:46:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Becky Howard, Department of Interdisciplinary Writing,
              Colgate University" <BHOWARD@COLGATEU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: integrated curriculum
 
Shirley, it's your #2 item that I find so exciting about integrated
curriculum.  When you're teaching students writing by using materials
assigned in other classes, there's no danger of their thinking that
what you're saying is "how _this_ teacher wants us to write."  And when they
all share the same course materials, you can get them to interact as
writers in really profound ways, especially because _you_ aren't the
owner of those shared materials.  If we could solve our collegial problems
in what I would have to call a one-way rather than an integrated
curriculum, it would be heaven.  As it is, it's both exciting and
frustrating.
 
Good luck!
 
Becky
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 27 Aug 1993 14:51:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bill Bridges <bbridges@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New member
In-Reply-To:  <9308252358.AA02448@dante>
 
8/27/93
 
David,
 
Chris doesn't have a modem yet because I'm too tight to get him one.  But
he'll soon have one, since I've been cried down by the masses (of
one--namely, C. Burnham).  What's up with you there at ASU?  Things here
proceed rather swimmingly.  I have just announced that this year will be
my last as department head, effective July 31, 1994.  I'm looking forward
to sabbatical in the fall of 94 and then a return to teaching.
 
Hope all proceeds well with you.
 
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 28 Aug 1993 22:07:59 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Liz Hamp-Lyons <LHAMPLYONS@CUDNVR.DENVER.COLORADO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: TA stipends
 
Karen Schwalm
Sometime ago you mentioned the T-Assist list; do you have their e-mail address?
Many thanks
Liz Hamp-Lyons
English/Applied Language
University of Colorado, Denver
LHAMPLYONS@CUDENVER.BITNET
or
LHAMPLYONS@CUDNVR.DENVER.COLORADO.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 30 Aug 1993 09:05:48 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Karen Schwalm <SCHWALM@GC.BITNET>
Subject:      T-Assist List
 
Liz:
 
The list you are asking about is called T-ASSIST  (University Teaching
Assistant Discussion list).  It currently has about 215 members.  When I
read in there last spring, it was VERY active.  To subscribe, send a
message to     listserv@UNMVMA
 
with a message    subscribe T-Assist First_name Last_name
 
Good luck!
 
Karen
 
--Karen T. Schwalm              Department of English
--Glendale Community College    Maricopa Community College District
--6000 West Olive Avenue        Voice: (602) 435-3651  Bitnet: schwalm@gc
--Glendale, Arizona  85302      Internet: schwalm@gc.maricopa.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 30 Aug 1993 11:28:09 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
In-Reply-To:  <01H27BHPC0N80042RD@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Edward White" at Aug 26,
              93 11:23:10 am
 
Just a few remarks to your reply, Ed.  I did misinterpret your
desire for a unified field of composition.  I agree that we
should have a generally clear notion (you will note the generally)
of what we are intending to accomplish in our specific teaching
situation.  I am somewhat skeptical of objectives (at least in the
field of writing) that can be mastered in a kind of yes/no fashion.
Such a perspective veers towards count items, and we all know
the danger of relying on count items in writing instruction.
  I am confident that I can, for instance, teach a class devoted
to practicing the familiar essay and with a wide ability spread of
students.  I know that I can have students read one another's drafts
in a mixed ability level group and get meaningful comments/suggestions
from the "not so skilled" writers.  High school and grade school
teachers of course do this all the time.
Irv
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 30 Aug 1993 13:24:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP Scores for Composition
 
On Irv's point that he can teach well to a class with a wide spread of
abilities; high school teachers do it all of the time.  I'm sure there is a
certain amount of truth in this; I have colleagues--fine teachers--who swear
the same thing.  They argue that the advanced writers learn more by teaching
the weak ones than they would responding to more advanced assignments.  But
I still have a hard time believing that such a situation is much more than
exploitation of the top students, who are NOT getting the challenges they
deserve: writing assignments at their level with demanding responses by the
teacher as well as by the writing group.  Am I out of date and elitist to
say this?
                                Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 31 Aug 1993 22:05:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Adjunct Faculty
 
From MBU:
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
*** Forwarding note from PURTOPOI--PURCCVM  08/31/93 14:42 ***
Received: from ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU by ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (Mailer R2.10 ptf000)
 with BSMTP id 7380; Tue, 31 Aug 93 14:42:13 MST
Date:         Tue, 31 Aug 1993 16:37:34 -0600
Reply-To:     "Rhetoric, Language, Prof Writing" <PURTOPOI@PURCCVM.BITNET>
Sender:       "Rhetoric, Language, Prof Writing" <PURTOPOI@PURCCVM.BITNET>
From:         Dan Lupo <LUPODJ@PUCAL.BITNET>
Subject:      Adjunct Faculty
To:           Multiple recipients of list PURTOPOI <PURTOPOI@PURCCVM.BITNET>
 
        Our English Department is reviewing its policies concerning
        adjunct faculty -- specifically, how long adjunct faculty can
        teach (i.e., how many consecutive/total semesters), how many
        courses they can teach per semester/total, how to deal with
        successful, qualified adjunct faculty who we want to retain
        beyond set limits, etc.
 
        May I ask how your department handles such issues?  You may
        send responses to me directly, if you would like.  Thanks
        for any help or advice you can offer.
 
        Dan Lupo
        Purdue University Calumet
        LUPODJ@PUCAL.BITNET
